Antoine Roquentin - Author

Writing a Biography on M. de Rollebon

Moves to Paris to write a novel because he doesn’t want to dwell on the past anymore

Anny – Focused on the past – Ex girlfriend

Self-Taught-Man – represents objectivism

Punished for touching young men, attack on academics.

Essence is the quality of things that transcend their physical character.  Human self has no essence.

The central issue of existentialism is that existence precedes essence

Talk about Anintone, Anny and Self-taught man and how they relate to this

His connection to the past limits his freedom

Break with Anny and research

There are no degrees of existence

We are defined by our actions

You are free to choose all the time to be different than you are

Your essence is not until you act and is not dependent on others perception of your actions.

There is no innate essence in humans

Objects are made with purpose, but humans make their purpose for themselves.

If you are aware of your actions and their impacts you will not act agaist the good of mankind pg 14 of the handout. We are all linked to each other.

Our perception of the world is based on what we see in others and the commonality with others, so we choose to act to protect those that we see the world through. 

My knowledge of the world is shaped by my knowledge of everyone else. 

Lying makes you treat others as object instead of subject, making it immoral. Any action that treats a human as an object is immoral.

They want you to see that we are all in this together and we are all subjects, if you devalue others you devalue yourself.

Neecha rejected objectivism of the world.

Act in such a way that everyone could act that way – Kant not Sartre (Categorical Impartetive)

There is a connection between the oneness of mankind in zen and exsistentialism

